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“I PRAY FOR ALL THOSE WHO SUFFER. MAY 
THEY BE SUSTAINED BY SOLIDARITY.”  

POPE FRANCIS

Nepal was hit by a devastating 7.9 
magnitude earthquake on 25 April, 
2015, followed by a 7.3 earthquake 
on May 12. More than 7,500 people 
were killed, and an estimated 8 million 
people across the country have been 
affected. Caritas has been working with 
our partners on the ground to provide 
assistance to those in need, including  
distributing emergency shelter, food, 
water and hygiene kits. 

Following the first major quake, the 
emergency response was concentrated 
in the capital Kathmandu. But thanks 
to its strong Church network and 
connections with local communities, 
Caritas was able to quickly expand relief 
efforts to reach areas outside the city, 
including remote villages. 

Stirring up the dustTutu ana te puehu

CARITAS RESPONDS TO NEPAL QUAKES

LENT APPEAL 2015

One of the hardest hit areas is the 
Gorkha district, where the initial 7.9 
earthquake was centred. Although 
only around 80 kilometres from 
Kathmandu, the villages in Gorkha 
are situated in some of the most 
inaccessible areas of the country.

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand has a 
long relationship with communities 
in Nepal and has worked alongside 
Caritas Nepal for more than a decade 
to support farmers to develop strong 
small farming and agricultural business 
co-operatives. This has helped to 
improve the lives of rural poor, ensure 
food security and create sustainable 
economies for these communities.

Thank You to all our 
supporters for your 

overwhelming generosity.
We have raised more than 

as part of the Bishops’ Lent 
Appeal in 2015. 

Thank you for helping us to                            
light a fire of hope in 

the heart of the world.

$1,000,000



RECOVERY IN VANUATU
Groups of local men and women took to the streets of Port Vila, 
Vanuatu to help clean up the neighbourhoods hardest hit by 
Cyclone Pam. The category 5 storm hit the South Pacific nation on 
13 March, 2015 and destroyed up to 90 per cent of buildings on 
some islands and 75 per cent of vegetable and fruit crops.

Employing locals to clean up their own streets was a joint Caritas/ 
Vanuatu Diocesan Disaster Committee (DDC)-Oxfam ‘Cash for 
Work’ programme. The aim of the programme was to reinvest 
in the local economy by providing paid work to residents in the 
capital.

Caritas has developed a 26-page 
resource on Parihaka for teachers 
in Catholic schools to use with 
their classes. Parihaka o neherā, 
o nāianei: Parihaka – past and 
present, is suitable for Years 1 to 
13 and ties in with the religious 
education curriculum. 

The resource was launched at 
the Catholic schools convention 
by Parihaka community leader 
Ruakere Hond and Bishop Charles 
Drennan of Palmerston North 
Diocese.

The story of Parihaka is an example 
of how Scriptural values can help to 
shape a community’s response to 
adversity. The people of Parihaka 
chose a path of dialogue and non-
violence at a very turbulent time in 
New Zealand history.

This resource invites students to 
consider the story of Parihaka 
through the lens of Catholic social 
teaching, with a specific focus on 
the principles of human dignity and 
the common good.

Students will be challenged to look 
at constructive ways of dealing 
with conflict. Older students will 
be asked to consider how injustices 
of the past can be redressed today 
through personal responses and 
the actions of organisations like the 

 

21 JUNE
 

Day of Prayer for Refugees 
& Migrants to reflect on 
issues affecting refugees and 
migrants. 

13-19 SEPTEMBER  
Social Justice Week focuses 
on family poverty and what it 
would take for all families in 
New Zealand to flourish.  

www.caritas.org.nz

COMING UP IN 
THE JUSTICE AND 
PEACE DIARY

Waitangi Tribunal. 

Students can learn about the value 
of leadership, vision, conviction, 
non-violence and a desire for 
peace.

Caritas has been building a 
relationship with the communities 
at Parihaka over several years. 

In 2013, we produced the booklet 
Remembering Parihaka for schools 
and parishes. This resource looks at 
the leadership of Tohu Kākaki and 
Te Whiti o Rongomai in responding 
to land confiscation in the 19th 
century.

Caritas is currently supporting a 
small community development 
project at Parihaka in which 
parents are aiming to construct a 
playground for their children.

PARIHAKA RESOURCE 
FOR SCHOOLS

Te Whiti’s memorial at Parihaka.

Port Vila resident cleaning up a neighbourhood.

The 10-day programme also served to clean up damaged areas and help move the emergency response forward from 
providing relief supplies to supporting a recovery phase where rebuilding can occur. 

So far we have received generous donations of more than $300,000 for the Pacific Cyclone Relief Fund. 



SINGOUT4JUSTICE
WINNERS 2015
The winners of Caritas’ 
annual school song writing 
competition, SINGout4JUSTICE, 
are Nadya Slack (Yr 9 at Te Kura 
Correspondance School) in the 
junior competition and Devon 
Wogan (Yr 11 at St Mary’s College 
in Wellington) in the senior 
category.

The aim of the competition is 
to encourage young people to 
consider ways their song can 
express empathy for people in 
need , and this year’s theme was 
Horizons of Hope. 

To listen to the winning songs, 
go to - www.caritas.org.nz/
schools/singout4justice

DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR REFUGEES & 
MIGRANTS
Every year, the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops set aside a day 
for prayer and reflection on 
issues affecting refugees and 
migrants. 

This year, the Day of Prayer for 
Refugees and Migrants is Sunday 
21 June.

Caritas has prepared resources, 
including a poster, for parishes to 
use for reflection. 

Resources are available online 
at www.caritas.org.nz

Two Solomon Islands artists are bringing ‘sacred art’ back home with them after a 
month-long workshop studying the art form in Auckland with New Zealand artist 
Michael Pervan, director of the Studio of John the Baptist. 

Liborio Maemauri (43) and his nephew Stephen Maetora (24) were brought over by 
Mahitahi director Christina Reymer and Honiara Archbishop Adrian Smith, and will 
be the first to bring the art form to the Solomon Islands.

“It’s big. It’s a totally new art for us, iconography...It’s hard to do for the first time,” 
said Mr Maetora with a smile.

The pair have done a lot of artwork in churches in the Solomons, but say they’ve 
never done anything like this before.

“This art is the belief of the Catholic Church, [I think]. For me, my idea is the 
[Solomon Islands perspective], but I’ll add this as a background. It will be unique,” 
said Mr Maemauri. 

       Visit www.mahitahi.org if you are interested in volunteering overseas.

SACRED ART BROUGHT TO SOLOMONS 

Sixty groups from primary and 
secondary schools and youth groups 
across Aotearoa New Zealand took 
part in the Caritas Challenge this year. 

Almost 7,000 young people took up 
the challenge to stop it, sweat it, move 
it and live it. 

The theme of ‘Building Back Better’ for 
the Philippines was well received by 
participants who were really engaged 
and inspired because they were aware 
of the specific projects the money they 
raised would be supporting.  

ONE DAY OF DIFFERENCE 
FOR A LIFETIME OF CHANGE!

TAKING ON THE CARITAS CHALLENGE
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We have worked with our 
Cambodian partners Development 
and Partnership in Action 
(DPA) since 2001 on a variety 
of programmes, and are now 
working with DPA to organise 
small-scale farmers’ cooperatives 
in 26 provincial villages in eastern 
Cambodia.

This is part of a three-year 
programme helping indigenous 
people improve their farming 
techniques and adapt their crops to 
a changing climate.

Farmers are being assisted to 
improve the quality and quantity 
of their crops for personal 
consumption or sale. Some of the 
larger groups have been assisted 
to buy rice milling machines, which 
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allow them to add value to their 
produce. 

Members of one group estimate 
this has saved them over $13,000 in 
the last year alone.

Caritas Update is printed on paper produced from sustainably managed forests using FSC certified paper stock. ServicePrinters hold a gold Enviromark certificate. 

In Cambodia, adult children are 
obliged to care for their elderly 
parents. Klel Kret (pictured) lives 
with his daughter, her husband 
and their seven children in 
Mundalkiri province. 

He is now too old to go out to 
the plantation each day. But 
rather than depending on his 
adult children to look after him, 
he has taken up home gardening 
in his old age, and is able to 
contribute fresh, organic food to 
his household. 

Most days he is also able to 
sell surplus vegetables to his 
neighbours - providing extra 
income for the family. 

Caritas, through our local partner 
DPA, provides seeds, training 
and onsite support to Klel Kret 
to establish his impressive home 
garden.


